STATE OF DELAWARE

STATE COUNCIL FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES:
MARGARET M. O’NEILL BUILDING

410 FEDERAL STREET, SUITE 1 VOICE: (302) 739'3620

DoVER, DE 19901 : TTY/TDD: (302) 739-3699

FAXx: (302) 739-6704

MEMORANDUM
DATE: February 27, 2015
TO: Members of the Delaware House of Representatives

and Delaware State Senate

- FROM: . Ms. Daniese McMullin-P D IFpErson
State Council for Persons with Disabilities

RE: H.B. 27 (School Safety)

The State Council for Persons with Disabilities (SCPD) has reviewed H.B. 27 which requires
newly constructed or renovated school buildings to contain specific design features, including
bulletproof glass, certain door locks, and an intruder alert system. In addition, the bill requires
the OMB Facilities Management Section to ensure Department of Homeland Security review of
such sites to address compliance with both the above standards and “Crime Prevention through

Environmental Design (CPTED) contemporary practices”.

Similar legislation has been introduced in the past. Most recently, a bill (H.B. 13) with almost
identical content was introduced and then stricken on January 15,2015. In 2014, similar
legislation (H.B. 347) passed the House and was released from the Senate Education Committee
on June 25, 2014. It did not receive a vote by the full Senate. The prior legislation (H.B. 347)
also required installation of “bullet resistant white boards in each classroom” (line 22). The
“white boards™ are not included in the current H.B. 27. Consistent with the attached November -
7,2014 News Journal article, private financing was secured to establish a white board pilot in

two schools. ‘



SCPD has identified one principal concern with the legislation.

Adoption of safety features can create barriers and result in violations of the ADA. In the past,
SCPD believes at least one public school installed safety features which were later uninstalled
due to non-conformity with accessibility standards. SCPD therefore recommends an amendment
to add the following sentence at the end of line 23: “Such review shall be coordinated with the-
Architectural Accessibility Board established by Chapter 73 of this title to ensure compatibility
of safety and architectural accessibility features.” The AAB is already charged with reviewing
school construction and renovations to ensure ADA compliance. However, if the “safety” review
occurred after the AAB review, changes could supersede and contravene the AAB-approved
accessibility features. SCPD raised the same concern with the prior legislation (H.B. 347) which
resulted in the approval of a conforming H.A. 1 to that bill. See attached June 19, 2014 SCPD

Memorandum and H.A. No. 1.

SCPD 1is endorsing the proposed legislation subject to incorporation of the above recommended
1 -sentence amendment.

Thank you for your consideration and please contact SCPD if you have any questions regarding
our position and recommendation on the proposed legislation.

cc: Mr. Brian Hartman
Governor’s Advisory Council for Exceptional Citizens

Developmental Disabilities Council
HB 10 state office of financial empowerment 2-27-15
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STATE OF DELAWARE
STATE COUNCIL FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
MARGARET M. O’NEILL BUILDING
410 FEDERAL STREET, SUITE 1°
DoveR,.DE 18801

Voice: (302) 739-3620
TTY/TDD: (302) 739-3699
Fax: (302) 739-6704

MEMORANDUM
DATE: June 19, 2014
TO: Members-of the Delaware §
FROM: Ms. Daniese McMullin-R ' :Fp'érson
State Council for Persons isabilities
RE: H.B. 347 (School Safety Construction & Renovations Features)

The State Council for Persons with Disabilities (SCPD) has reviewed H.B. 347 with H.A. 1, which would
require newly constructed or renovated school buildings to contain certain design features, including
bulletproof glass, certain door locks, and an intruder alert system. Tt wonld also require the OMB
Facilities Management Section to ensure Dept. Of Homeland Security’s review of such sites to-address
compliance with “Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED) contemporary practices.”

‘SCPD originally had one principal concem with the legislation. Adoption of safety features can create
barriers and result in violations of the ADA. In the past, Council believes at least one public school
installed safety features which were later uninstalled due to non-conformity with.accessibility standards.
SCPD therefore recommended an amendment to add the following sentence at the end of line 12: “Such
review shall be coordinated with the Architectural Accessibility Board established by Chapter 73 of this
title to ensure-compatibility of safety and architectural accessibility features.” The AAB is already charged
with reviewing school construction and renovationsto ensure ADA compliance. However, this may not
always occur. In addifion, if the “safefy” review occurred-after the AAB Teview, changes could supersede
and contravene the AAB-approved accessibility features. After consultation with the AAB, the SCPD

shared the proposed amendment with the prime sponsor and H.A. I addresses this issue.

SCPD endorses H.B. 347 with H.A. 1.

Thank you for your consideration and please contact SCPD if you have any questions regarding our
position or observations on the proposed legislation. '

cc: Delaware State House of Representatives
Mr. Brian Hartman, Esq. .
Govemor’s Advisory Council for Exceptional Citizens

Developmental Disabilities Council
HB 347 schaol safety construction 6-14



SPONSOR: Rep. Jagues

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
147th GENERAL ASSEMBLY

HOUSE AMENDMENT NO. 1
TO
HOUSE BILL NO. 347

AMEND House Bill No. 347 at line 12 by striking the phrase “as well as the requirements of §2306 of Title 14”.

FURTHER AMEND House Bill No. 347 by inserting at the end of line 12 the following:

“Such review shall be coordinated with the Architectural Accessibility Board established by Chapter 73 of this title to

ensure compatibility of safety and architectural accessibility features.”.

FURTHER AMEND House Bill No. 347 by striking Section 2 in the is entirety.

SYNOPSIS

This amendment requires the new school construction review by the Department of Safety and Homeland Security
1o be goordinated with the Architectural Accessibility Board. Further, the amendment removes the itemized requirements
for bulletproof glass, doors with key locks on both sides, bullet resistant white boards, and panic buttons.
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